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» San Bernardino County Fire expands services to include Large Animal Rescue Team
» Young man is rescued after being stuck on steep part of Jurupa Hills in Fontana
» IWCE 2023: To evolve with tech advancements, the fire service must adopt a culture of change
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San Bernardino County Fire expands services to include Large Animal

Rescue Team

By Staff Writer, Victor Valley News Group
April 7, 2023

HESPERIA, Calif. (VVNG.com) — San Bernardino County Fire has expanded its rescue services to
include a Large Animal Rescue Team.

The team is based out of Fire Station 305 in Hesperia which currently houses an Urban Search and Rescue
(USAR) unit.

Urban Search and Rescue teams respond to events such as earthquakes and other incidents that cause
widespread damage to a variety of structures and entrap hundreds or thousands of people.

Other examples of USAR events can range from mass transportation accidents with multiple victims to single-
site events such as a trench cave-in or permit-required confined space rescue and swift water rescue.

County Fire’s USAR team has recently deployed for two weeks during the unprecedented storms in our local
mountains. Crews provided structural triage, shoring, and rescue operations in the affected areas.

The new equipment and trailer are vital for rescuing large animals where conventional fire & rescue tools are
unable to assist. Specialized tools, harnesses, and equipment will allow firefighter to safely rescues horses,
cows, or other large livestock.

A 400-pound realistic horse prop is used to safely facilitate training. The horse is realistic in size and can be
manipulated at joints to make realistic rescue scenarios.

The team can be activated throughout County Fire’s jurisdiction and neighboring agencies as well. USAR
personnel this week have been providing in service training to area crews to familiarize our firefighters with
the new equipment.

The Large Animal Rescue Team has already been activated to the community of Muscoy in March, where
they reached 17 large animals stuck in deep mud. Besides the large animals, crews rescued 30 medium-sized
animals.

https://www.vvng.com/san-bernardino-county-fire-expands-services-to-include-large-animal-rescue-team/
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Young man is rescued after being stuck on steep part of Jurupa Hills in

Fontana

By Staff Writer, Fontana Herald News
April 7, 2023
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p pa{rt of th Jurup Hilsand rescue a youn man who was stuck. (Contributed photo by Gilbert Gonzalez)

A young man was rescued after being stuck on a steep part of the Jurupa Hills in southern Fontana, according
to the San Bernardino County Fire Department.

On the afternoon of April 7, fire crews were dispatched to the hills south of the 16300 block of Gala Drive,
where the man was stuck on the side of the rocks in a precarious position, said Battalion Chief Mike
McClintock.

Firefighters were able to hike up to the man and help him down the hill.

https://www.fontanaheraldnews.com/news/young-man-is-rescued-after-being-stuck-on-steep-part-of-jurupa-
hills-in-fontana/article 722ce79e-d5bb-11ed-b4e5-4b7536ff1342.html
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IWCE 2023: To evolve with tech advancements, the fire service must adopt a

culture of change

By Andy Castillo, American City & Country
April 5, 2023

To compete, private businesses are quick to adapt to tech advancements. Public safety organizations, on the
other hand, are slower to adapt given their responsibility to safeguard constituents and their property.

Especially in the fire service, leadership is slow to adopt new ways of doing things. And if something doesn’t
work the first time, it’s quickly dismissed. Dan Munsey, fire chief and warden at the San Bernardino County
(Calif.) Fire Department, is working to change that culture.

“The fire service is changing from responding to fires to trying to prevent them,” Munsey said during a
keynote speech at the IWCE 2023 telecommunications expo, which was held last week in Las Vegas,

Nev. American City & County is a media partner of the annual event. Next year’s event will be held in March
in Orlando, Fla.

Munsey showed an early video filmed in 1903 by Edwin Porter called the “Life of an American Fireman.”
The black and white film depicts a horse-and-buggy response from the firehouse to the scene.

“What’s interesting is that | see a lot of parallels to what we do today. There’s not a whole lot of changes that
occur,” Munsey said, gesturing to a still taken from the video projected at the front of a room filled with
hundreds of public safety telecommunications administrators and business professionals. “My mission is to
make sure the fire service doesn’t look like that bottom picture.”

As a whole, the industry is moving away from using communication codes in favor of plain speech, and
cloud-based systems are now the norm. In San Bernardino, Munsey said a robust drone program even includes
an autonomous fire suppression helicopter that can either drop suppression agent directly on the flames or use
artificial intelligence to predict where the fire is going and wet the area where it’s going to go.

Future advancements will see a rise in edge computing, low-earth orbit satellite connectivity in remote
locations, devices, drones, and heads up displays that leverage artificial intelligence and edge detection to let
firefighters ‘see’ through smoke. Edge detection outlines people, doorways and rooms, and can even track
where a firefighter has been to help them escape if necessary.

“In the next few years, we’re going to be looking at augmented and virtual reality,” Munsey said, highlighting
the importance of reliable connectivity as tech evolves to support smart firefighting devices—even in remote
wildland locations. “We’re looking for redundancy.”
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Munsey explained three “pillars of success’ that have allowed his department do adapt: a top-down culture
that accepts change; training; and infrastructure.

In the fire service, leaders are often afraid to test new techniques or products because they don’t want to fail
and put their jobs at risk. Failure is an integral part of learning, and when it comes to tech adoption and tech
advancements, Munsey said it’s important to foster a workplace that understands this and supports leadership,
especially when they’re pushing boundaries of normalcy.

Before they’re put into physical firefighting scenarios and training activities, “We’re starting use virtual
reality to put the firefighter into the hot seat and teach them about fire behavior, teach them about dynamics,”
he said. “I believe in change management. This isn’t something the fire service doesn’t do well.”

https://www.americancityandcounty.com/2023/04/05/iwce-2023-to-evolve-with-tech-advancements-the-fire-
service-must-adopt-a-culture-of-change/
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