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The second victim of a house fire in Yucca Valley last month has been identified by his caregiver as Bud
Mane, 72. About 11:15 p.m. on December 14, county firefighters were called to a house fire in the 7700
block of Bannock Trail in Yucca Valley, where they were told at least one man was still inside. Firefighters
retrieved Bud Mane’s body from a bedroom. The next morning, investigators found the body of Jeffrey Wire,
45, in the master bedroom, near the fire’s point of origin. They suspect that Wire started the fire in which both
he and Bud Mane died. Managing editor Tami Roleff spoke with Jeffrey Wire’s widow and files this report...

“He was a man we met. He had Alzheimer’s and dementia and didn’t move around as good anymore. And he
wasn’t being taken care of.”

Jennifer Meyers said her family took Bud Mane into their home about five years ago to take care of him.

She said Bud Mane used to work in the movie industry and was proud of his work doing pyrotechnics for the
show “MASH.” Meyers said neither she nor her son were at home at the time of the fire, so she doesn’t know
what happened.

“Sometimes people lose themselves, and sometimes they get overcome by feelings, of bitterness, and
sometimes they do things that aren’t explainable because they’re just so overcome by emotions.”

Meyers’s son reported the fire, but she said they weren’t allowed near the home for several days.
“They wouldn’t even tell us anything until the next day. The whole night we had to wonder what happened.”

By the time they were able to return, it had been looted. In addition, Meyers said she didn’t have insurance for
her house, since she inherited it from her mother.

A GoFundMe site has been set up to help Jennifer Meyers and her children.
https://gofund.me/83fef7al
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How to Get Medical Assistance During the Pandemic
Michelle Lopez, News Mirror
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The San Bernardino County publication, the County Wire, has a few suggestions if you should need help for
your illness or injury during this pandemic.

Deputy Chief of the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District and Incident Commander of San
Bernardino County All-Hazard Incident Management Team Tom Marshall said, “San Bernardino is similar to
other counties throughout the region in its approach to providing health care to its residents and visitors.”

With the numbers rising of people being infected with COVID-19 and seeking medical attention, the virus is
tightening its grip on the hospital and emergency medical systems.

For patients with life-threatening illnesses or complex injuries, the emergency department at a local hospital is
the destination of choice. The emergency department is often the first to be overwhelmed with patients
seeking treatment resulting in wait times that can last several hours.

When the intensive care unit (ICU) of a hospital is at capacity, the overflow goes to the emergency
department (ED) due to the training and capabilities of the ED staff. This also creates a shortage of available
beds in the ED and ICU. One ICU patient held in the ED often requires the medical attention of an ED nurse
who would otherwise be able to manage three patients at once, causing a shortage of staff per patient ratio.
This lack of beds and staffing creates a backup in the system that cannot be undone as additional patients
continue to arrive by ambulance and private vehicles.

Ambulances that arrive at an emergency department with no open beds are forced to wait. This decreases the
number of ambulances available for additional 911 calls, notes San Bernardino County officials.

“Many agencies have a standard of arriving on scene of a 911 call in under 10 minutes,” said Nathan Cooke,
deputy chief of the Chino Valley Fire District and Deputy Incident Commander of the XBO IMT. “However,




the effects of a hospital system stretched to its limits creates a trickle-down effect that threatens the stability of
the 911 emergency medical system.”

The county of San Bernardino is suggesting a few alternative options by utilizing the full capacity of the
health care system. Start by contacting your primary medical provider or nurse advice line for routine medical
concerns or to discuss your symptoms. “This will help you in deciding the appropriate care for the current
complaint, decreasing the workload of the emergency departments and keeping ambulances available for the
critically ill and injured,” said Marshall.

With the triple threat of colds, flu and COVID-19, your safest actions remain frequent hand washing,
sanitizing commonly touched surfaces, limiting contact with others to essential activities and wearing a mask
when social distancing cannot be maintained.

The XBO IMT is an all hazard incident management team comprised of members from fire agencies
throughout San Bernardino County along with the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department. Tasked with
providing on-scene incident management support during incidents or events that exceed a jurisdiction’s or
agency’s capability or capacity. XBO IMT applies its knowledge and expertise to support large fires that
extend beyond the initial attack phase, mass gathering events such as major sports events and concerts, and
mass casualty incidents. Incident management teams provide the five functions of Command, Operations,
Planning, Logistics and Finance and operate under a delegation of authority from the local jurisdiction.

For more information and current recommendations, go to www.sbcovid19.gov.

https://www.newsmirror.net/covid19/how-to-get-medical-assistance-during-the-pandemic/article 4df4dfd4-
55e9-11eb-a88f-37f62d766989.html
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