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 Fatality reported in two-vehicle collision on Summit Valley Road in Hesperia 
 A local family is striving to get back on their feet after losing everything in a 

house fire 
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Fatality reported in two-vehicle collision on Summit Valley Road in Hesperia 
By Rene Ray De La Cruz, Victorville Daily Press 
May 23, 2023 

 
At least one person died when two SUVs collided on Monday night Summit Valley Road in Hesperia. 
 
At least one person was killed during a two-vehicle traffic collision on Monday night on Summit Valley Road 
in south Hesperia. 

The San Bernardino County Fire Department at about 6:47 p.m. responded to the vehicle collision on 
Summit Valley Road between Agate and Telephone Canyon roads. 

The incident involved white and silver SUVs colliding near Bandicoot Trail.  

Deputies with the Hesperia Sheriff’s Station also responded and conducted an investigation, which is 
ongoing.  

A portion of Summit Valley Road was still closed at 10L30 p.m. for the investigation.  

Sheriff’s officials did not reveal details about the collision, including the identity of the person who suffered 
fatal injuries. The condition of those involved in the collision is also unknown.  

This story is developing and will be updated as more information becomes available. 
 

https://www.vvdailypress.com/story/news/2023/05/22/fatality-reported-in-vehicle-collision-on-summit-
valley-road-in-hesperia/70246340007/  
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A local family is striving to get back on their feet after losing everything in a 
house fire 
By Staff writer, KESQ 
May 22, 2023 

 
 
 
A local family is striving to get back on their feet after losing everything in a house fire. 

"I'm trying to get my kids just back into a normal routine," says Bryan O'Neil, the resident of the burned down 
home. "My youngest, they both have autism; the youngest is nonverbal. When the routine is thrown out of 
whack, she has a tough time, and right now, she's having a hard time." 

Even after losing everything, the O'Neils were surprisingly optimistic. They were shocked but feeling the 
support from family and community. The fire happened Wednesday, May 17th, around 3 pm. 
 
One of the two buildings on the lot is wholly destroyed.  

Oniel says the fire started in his daughter's room and spread throughout the house. He says he lost everything, 
his furniture, clothes for him and his two children, and his mother's Mustang completely burned. 

The family says material things can be repurchased, and they are happy no one was hurt. Unfortunately, one 
of their cats died in the fire. 
 
O'Neil's room housed multiple guitars, one even signed by Jimi Hendrix's brother. 

The fire reached parts of their neighbor's backyard. 

"Though the wind picked up and got it off into the vegetation, the vegetation meaning it's still on the 
property," says James Brakebill, the Morongo Valley Fire Cheif. "Medic Engine 461 was first on the scene! 
Their primary responsibility was to make sure that people were out of the house and to start protecting the 
adjacent structures because of the property. So there were two structures on the property. I had engine 20 
Beaumont banning that was CalFire. I had engine 36 and engine 37 from CalFire. And there they came up 
from Desert Hot Springs. I also had medic engine 41, And that was from San Bernardino County. I also had a 
water tender 61 from Morongo Valley and a water tender 44 from San Bernardino County Fire come from 
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Twentynine Palms. I also had two additional brush engines from Yucca Valley: brush engines 3556 and 
3557." He says this incident took all hands on deck. 

First responders mark the building as unsafe, and no one can enter. The O'Neils are displaced and staying with 
relatives. They were renting their home and did not have insurance. 

The family takes it one day at a time and is very thankful to the Morongo Valley fire department and the 
community for the donated clothes and toys. 

 

https://kesq.com/news/2023/05/22/a-local-family-is-striving-to-get-back-on-their-feet-after-losing-everything-
in-a-house-fire/   
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